LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR
Of all the seasons at Fenner Nature Center, summer is my
favorite. During the camp season, I start my day early in the
morning, watching the deer and turkeys make their way across
the driveway and waiting for the first campers arrive. The
campers will notice the deer too, sparking a sense of wonder
and excitement for the hours ahead.

Once drop-off starts, the park truly comes alive. Laughter and
songs echo across the fields as we start our day together as a
whole camp. When the singing is over and the campers peel
off into their small groups to go on hikes or play games, I know
that they are about to experience a day filled with adventure.
Campers will follow deer trails, collect insects, and learn to use
their senses on trail. But more importantly, they will make new
friends, develop confidence and self esteem, and grow in their
willingness to try something new.
I hope that your child joins us this summer to explore, play, and
grow at Fenner Nature Center.
Jenny Mensch, GO WILD Day Camp Director

SUMMER IS THE
PERFECT TIME TO
GET OUTDOORS
AND DISCOVER THE
WONDERS OF NATURE.

CAMP THEMES
ANIMAL ARCHITECTS (PRE-K, K-2ND)
The natural world is constantly ‘under construction’ by busy
builders like termites, spiders, beavers, and bees. Your camper
will find out how these creatures create and alter the world
around them.
THE ART OF NATURE (PRE-K, K-2ND, 3RD-5TH)
The beauty of our environment provides the inspiration and
materials for this camp where campers will paint with pond
water, build sculptures, make music, and more.
BE A BOTANIST (6TH-8TH)
Campers will study the wide world of plants as they catch a
glimpse of these intricate organisms. They’ll learn to identify
plants, make useful items from the plants we find, and explore
the ways in which plants sustain life on the planet.

BIRDS OF MICHIGAN (6TH-8TH)
Over 300 species of birds have been found in Michigan and
many can be seen every day here in Lansing. Your camper will
become the family bird expert. They’ll learn to identify birds by
sight and by song, and research the different types of nests and
life histories of these feathered creatures.
CREEPY CRAWLY (PRE-K, K-2ND, 3RD-5TH)
During this one-week camp, your camper will investigate all
things creepy and crawly. From interesting insects to slithering
snakes, campers will be following the paths to some of Fenner’s
creepy and cool critters.

DOWN BY THE POND (PRE-K, K-2ND, 3RD-5TH)
It’s time to make a splash down by the pond. Your
camper will spend time searching for critters that live
in the water, getting up close and personal with the
turtles, frogs, and fish that call Fenner home.
ECOLOGY IN ACTION (6TH-8TH)
This week, campers will focus on the species in
our local environment that together make up the
ecosystem as they conduct studies in our prairie,
wetland, and woodland habitats, perform surveys,
identifications, and field observations to better
understand how to put ecology into action.
GONE FISHING (6TH-8TH)
Campers will hone their fishing skills in this camp
focused on what can be found under the water.
They’ll learn about the ecology of the rivers and lakes
in the Grand River watershed, hike and fish along the
Lansing River Trail and at Crego Park, and meet with
local anglers to learn tips and tricks of the trade.
GREEN THUMBS (PRE-K, K-2ND, 3RD-5TH)
Does your camper have a green thumb? Through
hands-on discovery and experimentation, campers
will learn what it takes to grow food and flowers in
this up-close peek into plants and soil. Throughout
the week, they’ll get up close and personal with
plants, pollinators, and everything green in the
ecosystem.
GROSS NATURE (PRE-K)
Sometimes nature is downright disgusting. Slime,
sludge, and sticky situations abound in this camp.
This week, campers will get their hands dirty with
slime, mud, muck, and other sticky and gooey natural
materials, while learning that even nature’s grossest
residents have their place.

2019 APPLICATION

Fenner Nature Center ‘Go Wild’ Day Camp
517.483.4224 • 2020 E. Mount Hope Avenue • Lansing, MI 48910

CAMPER NAME: ______________________________________________________________________ MALE
FEMALE
DATE OF BIRTH: ___________________ AGE:__________________________ CURRENT GRADE: _________________________________
PARENT OR GUARDIAN NAME(S): ________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS:
________________________________________________________________________________________________
CONTACT PHONE NUMBER HOME: (____)_________________ WORK: (____)__________________ CELL: (____)__________________
EMAIL:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

PRE-K

K-2ND GRADE

3RD-5TH GRADE

6TH-8TH GRADE

9AM-12PM
$80 MEMBERS
$95 NON-MEMBERS

9AM-4PM
$175 MEMBERS
$190 NON-MEMBERS

9AM-4PM
$175 MEMBERS
$190 NON-MEMBERS

9AM-4PM
$190 MEMBERS
$210 NON-MEMBERS

JUNE 17 - 21

SENSATIONAL ANIMALS

GREEN THUMBS

UP IN THE CLOUDS

BIRDS OF MICHIGAN

JUNE 24 - 28

GROSS NATURE

UP IN THE CLOUDS

GREEN THUMBS

OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

DATES

JULY 1-3*

GREEN THUMBS

ANIMAL ARCHITECTS

DOWN BY THE POND

$58 ($48 MEMBERS)
$10 BEFORE CARE

$114 ($106 MEMBERS)
$10 BEFORE OR AFTER CARE

$114 ($106 MEMBERS)
$10 BEFORE OR AFTER CARE

JULY 8 - 12

UP IN THE CLOUDS

CREEPY CRAWLY

THE ART OF NATURE

BE A BOTANIST

JULY 15 - 19

ANIMAL ARCHITECTS

THE ART OF NATURE

NATURE DETECTIVES

LEARN FROM THE LAND

JULY 22 - 26

DOWN BY THE POND

MAMMALS OF MICHIGAN

CREEPY CRAWLY

WORLD OF INSECTS

JULY 29 - AUG. 2

CREEPY CRAWLY

PRAIRIE HOMESTEAD

PRAIRIE HOMESTEAD

GONE FISHING

AUGUST 5 - 9

MAMMALS OF MICHIGAN

DOWN BY THE POND

MICRO WORLD

OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

AUGUST 12 - 16

THE ART OF NATURE

WILDERNESS RANGERS

WILDERNESS RANGERS

ECOLOGY IN ACTION

CAMP DATES

CAMP PROGRAM

CAMP FEE

BEFORE
CARE FEE
$15/WEEK

AFTER
CARE FEE
$15/WEEK

TOTAL CAMP FEE

NOTE: WE REQUIRE A 50% DEPOSIT OF TOTAL CAMP FEES DUE AT THE TIME OF REGISTRATION TO SECURE YOUR CHILD’S SPACE IN CAMP.
OFFICE USE ONLY

Total Camp Fee: $_______

Scholarship Application: Yes/No

Scholarship Award (if applicable): _______

Deposit: $ ___________

Date: _______

Method of Payment: Cash/Check/CC Code: ________

Staff Initials: _____

Balance: $____________

Date: _______

Method of Payment:Cash/Check/CC

Staff Initials:_____

Code:________

Confirmation Date:_______
Forms Received: _________

LEARN FROM THE LAND (6TH-8TH)
Conservation is all about the wise use of natural resources.
Campers will look to the land for resources to make items like
rope and bowls without the use of modern tools and explore skills
like wild edible collection, hide tanning, and open-fire cooking.
MAMMALS OF MICHIGAN (PRE-K, K-2ND)
Michigan’s furry friends are more than just a pretty face; they
are uniquely adapted to survive right here in Lansing. Campers
will spend the week venturing out for a glimpse into the lives of
squirrels, deer, bats, and raccoons.

MICRO WORLD (3RD-5TH)
Has your camper ever wondered what’s in that dirt under their
feet? Campers will shrink down to micro-size as they explore
the tiniest living things in nature to find out why the little things
matter through first-hand exploration.
NATURE DETECTIVES (3RD-5TH)
Why is the sky blue? Where do frogs go during the winter?
Campers will discover answers to these questions and more as
they explore the trails and conduct hands-on experiments to
solve some of nature’s amazing mysteries.
OUTDOOR ADVENTURES (6TH-8TH)
Your camper will get off the beaten path and explore the great
outdoors through hiking, biking, slacklining, and more. Campers
will practice Leave-No-Trace skills as they experience the variety
of recreation activities available in Michigan.

PRAIRIE HOMESTEAD (K-2ND, 3RD-5TH)
Your camper will embrace the true homesteading life
and experience what it was like to live on the prairie
in this weeklong camp. They’ll play hide and seek
in the tall grasses, practice the 3 R’s of a one-room
schoolhouse, and try their hand at making goods to
trade or use on the homestead.
SENSATIONAL ANIMALS (PRE-K)
The best naturalists know that their five senses are
the best tools they can bring on a hike. This week
campers will explore how their senses work and how
they compare to animal senses. Campers will find out
together if bats are really blind, how a spider senses
something in its web, and whether birds can see in
color.
UP IN THE CLOUDS (PRE-K, K-2ND, 3RD-5TH)
Imaginations will soar to new heights in this
expedition into the realm of birds, bats, and bugs.
Your camper will find out how these animals fly and
how they have fascinated and inspired engineers and
scientists to take to the skies.
WILDERNESS RANGERS (K-2ND, 3RD-5TH)
It’s a wild world out there. Send your camper to come
along and see if they have what it takes to survive.
They’ll learn the fundamentals of shelter building, fire
starting, water purification, and navigating in the back
country while setting out to survive in the wilderness.
WORLD OF INSECTS (6TH-8TH)
Your camper will become an entomologist in this
week-long camp of exploring the diverse world of
these six-legged wonders. They’ll search for insects
to identify in the variety of habitats where they live
– fields, woods, ponds, and learn from researchers
about the big roles these little creatures play in the
world.

CAMP INFORMATION
HALF DAY PRESCHOOL CAMPS
Half-day preschool camps from 9am-12pm are open to
children ages 4-5. Before care is available from 7:30-9am.
FULL DAY CAMPS
Full day camps from 9am-4pm are open to children
who have completed Kindergarten through 8th grade.
Extended care is available from 7:30-9am and 4-5:30pm.
REGISTRATION
Register by phone, in person, or by mail starting March
1st for members or April 1st for non-members. Only
complete forms accompanied by the appropriate fees will
be processed. Once your registration is processed, you
will receive a packet with additional camp information and
camper forms via email. All forms must be completed and
returned to Fenner Nature Center prior to your child’s first
day of camp.
DEPOSITS AND LATE FEES
We require a 50% deposit of your total camp fee due
at the time of registration, with the balance due by
June 1st. Late payments will be charged a $10 late fee.
Registrations made after June 1st must be paid in full at
the time of registration.
CANCELLATIONS, CHANGES, & REFUNDS
Cancellations received by June 1st will receive a 50%
refund. We cannot offer any refunds after June 1st. If
spaces are available, registration can be changed to a
different week for a $10 camp change fee.
NORRIS INGELLS EDUCATION FUND
Scholarships are available for those who demonstrate
need. Awards may be up to 50% of your total registration
fee, and are distributed based on the availability of funds.
There is a $500 maximum scholarship award per family.
We cannot accept scholarship applications without a
completed registration form and deposit.

MYNATURECENTER.ORG
2020 E. Mount Hope Ave. | Lansing, MI 48910
517.483.4224
camp@mynaturecenter.org

