


CAMP INFORMATION
REGISTRATION
Register by phone or in person starting March 1st for 
members or April 1st for non-members. Only complete 
forms accompanied by the appropriate fees will be 
processed. Once your registration is processed, you will 
receive a packet with additional camp information and 
camper forms via email. All forms must be completed and 
returned to Fenner Nature Center prior to your child’s first 
day of camp.

DEPOSITS AND LATE FEES
We require a 50% deposit of your total camp fee due 
at the time of registration, with the balance due by 
June 1st. Late payments will be charged a $10 late fee. 
Registrations made after June 1st must be paid in full at 
the time of registration.

CANCELLATIONS, CHANGES, & REFUNDS
Cancellations received by June 1st will receive a 50% 
refund. We cannot offer any refunds after June 1st. If 
spaces are available, registration can be changed to a 
different week for a $10 camp change fee.

NORRIS INGELLS EDUCATION FUND
Scholarships are available for those who demonstrate 
need. Awards may be up to 50% of your total registration 
fee, and are distributed based on the availability of funds. 
There is a $500 maximum scholarship award per family. 
We cannot accept scholarship applications without a 
completed registration form and deposit.

SUMMER IS THE  
PERFECT TIME TO  
GET OUTDOORS  
AND DISCOVER THE  
WONDERS OF NATURE. 



CAMP FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
WHICH GROUP SHOULD I ENROLL MY CHILD IN?
Camp age groups are based on the grade your child 
completed during the 2019-2020 school year. 

CAN MY CHILD ENROLL WITH A FRIEND?
After registering, you will receive a camper packet 
where you can let us know if your child would like to 
be in the same group as a friend. We will make every 
effort to honor your request as space allows.

DO YOU SERVE FOOD TO CAMPERS?
Campers are required to bring their own lunch and 
snacks for the day and are not allowed to share food 
with other campers. At times, Go Wild Day Camp 
may offer snacks, such as s’mores on campfire days. 
On these occasions, we ensure that any snacks 
provided meet dietary needs and restrictions of our 
campers.

WHAT WILL MY CAMPER DO ON A TYPICAL DAY?
Campers start each day with songs and activities 
as a whole camp, then split off into small groups. 
Counselors lead team-building games, hikes, and 
hands-on activities for their small group based on 
their campers’ interests and the theme for the week. 
The whole camp comes back together for lunch and 
free play time which includes exploring the Playscape 
and organized large group games like Capture the 
Flag or Sharks and Minnows. Small groups split off 
again after lunch for more fun activities. At the end of 
the day, the whole camp comes together to recount 
their adventures and prepare to head home. 



CAMP THEMES

THE ART OF NATURE (PRE-K, K-2ND, 3RD-5TH)
The beauty of our environment provides the inspiration and
materials for this camp where campers will paint with pond
water, build sculptures, make music, and more.

BE A BOTANIST (6TH-8TH)
Get to know plants in a new way through botany. Campers will 
think like a scientist while getting up close and personal with 
wildflowers and trees, make useful items from the plants we 
find, and discover the ways in which plants support life on Earth.

BIRDS OF MICHIGAN (6TH-8TH)
Let’s discover the many species of birds that call
Michigan home. Turn your eyes to the skies to experience the 
sights and sounds of our feathered friends, while investigating 
the adaptations that make birds different than other animals.



CREEPY CRAWLY (PRE-K, K-2ND, 3RD-5TH)
It’s time to investigate all things creepy and crawly. From
interesting insects to slithering snakes, campers will meet some 
of Fenner’s most misunderstood critters and find out how even 
scary or pesky animals are important to the environment.

DOWN BY THE POND (PRE-K, K-2ND, 3RD-5TH)
It’s time to make a splash down by the pond. Your camper will 
spend time searching for critters that live in the water, and
getting up close and personal with the turtles, frogs, and fish 
that call Fenner home.





ECOLOGY IN ACTION (6TH-8TH)
Learn to see the bigger picture in this camp focused 
on exploring how plants, animals, and everything 
else in nature works together to form an ecosystem. 
Campers will explore the connections between living 
and nonliving things and discover their role in nature 
and how they can help conserve wild spaces. 

FOREST FORTS (3RD-5TH)
When it comes to the animal world, shelter is
critical for survival. Campers will discover the ways 
that our local wildlife finds and builds shelters and 
be inspired to create their own structures with
natural materials.

GONE FISHING (6TH-8TH)
Campers will hone their fishing skills in this camp
focused on what can be found under the water. 
They’ll learn about the ecology of the rivers and 
lakes in the Grand River watershed, hike and fish at 
Crego Park and along the Lansing River Trail, and 
meet with local anglers to learn about tips and tricks 
of the trade.

GREEN THUMBS (PRE-K, K-2ND, 3RD-5TH)
Does your camper have a green thumb? Through 
hands-on discovery and experimentation, campers 
will learn what it takes to grow food and flowers in 
this up-close peek into plants and soil. Throughout 
the week, they’ll get up close and personal with 
plants, pollinators, and everything green in the
ecosystem.

GROSS NATURE (PRE-K)
Sometimes nature is downright disgusting. This 
week, campers will get their hands dirty with slime, 
mud, muck, and other sticky and gooey natural 
materials, while learning that even nature’s grossest 
residents have their place.



LEARN FROM THE LAND (6TH-8TH)
Conservation is all about the wise use of natural
resources. Campers will look to the land for
resources to make useful items without the use of modern tools 
and explore primitive skills like wild edible collection and open-
fire cooking.

MAMMALS OF MICHIGAN (PRE-K)
Michigan’s furry friends are more than just a pretty face; they 
are uniquely adapted to survive right here in Lansing. Campers 
will spend the week venturing out for a glimpse into the lives of 
squirrels, deer, bats, and raccoons. 



NATURE SUPERHEROES (K-2ND)
Investigate the superpowers of plants and animals that help them 
protect themselves and change the environment around them. 
Campers will uncover some of wildlife’s most awesome secrets 
and find out how they too can unlock the power of nature.

OUTDOOR ADVENTURES (6TH-8TH)
Your camper will get off the beaten path and explore the great 
outdoors through hiking, biking, slacklining, and more. Campers 
will practice Leave-No-Trace skills as they experience the variety 
of recreation activities available in Michigan.

PRAIRIE HOMESTEAD (K-2ND, 3RD-5TH)
Embrace the true homesteading life and find out what it was like 
to live on the prairie. Campers will play hide and seek in the tall 
grasses, practice the 3 R’s of a one-room schoolhouse, and try 
their hand at making goods to trade or use on the homestead.





SENSATIONAL ANIMALS (PRE-K)
The best naturalists know that their five senses are 
the best tools they can bring on a hike. This week 
campers will explore how their senses work and how 
they compare to animal senses. Campers will find out 
together if bats are really blind, how a spider senses 
something in its web, and whether birds can see in 
color.

UP IN THE CLOUDS (PRE-K, K-2ND, 3RD-5TH)
Imaginations will soar to new heights in this expe-
dition into the realm of birds, bats, and bugs. Your 
camper will find out how these animals fly and how 
they have fascinated and inspired engineers and sci-
entists to take to the skies.

WILDERNESS RANGERS (K-2ND, 3RD-5TH)
It’s a wild world out there. Send your camper to 
come along and see if they have what it takes to sur-
vive. They’ll learn the fundamentals of shelter build-
ing, fire starting, water purification, and navigating 
in the back country while setting out to survive in the 
wilderness.

WORLD OF INSECTS (6TH-8TH)
Although they may be tiny, insects are the most 
abundant animals on Earth. Join us this week to dis-
cover the amazing world of insects and the benefits 
they provide to humans and the environment. Camp-
ers will go on bug hunts and gain experience with 
the tools scientists use to capture and observe these 
tiny creatures.
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